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This practical and informative guidebook is a "must-have" for anyone planning to create accurate

period costumes for theatrical productions and historical reenactments. From short tunics worn by

Saxon men in the fifth century to a lady's bustle dress of the late 1800s, this profusely illustrated text

contains a wealth of authentic patterns. Information on pattern sizes, materials required, and

methods of sewing accompany simply drawn diagrams for Elizabethan doublets, capes, and trunks;

a man's coat and vest from the Restoration period; a lady's bell-shaped gown of the eighteenth

century; an early-nineteenth-century empire gown; a crinoline; and other wardrobe items.Diagrams

have been carefully and accurately drawn to scale from working patterns, and detailed notes for

making costumes include suggestions for the most suitable colors and textures to be used for

costumes of particular historical periods. A final section includes diagrams and information for

creating period headdresses, caps, and hoods. Students of costume design, home tailors, and

community drama groups will welcome this carefully researched guide to fifteen centuries of English

fashions.
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Good information, not so good pictures and problems with the labeling of he patterns. It is still

worthwhile.Every pattern maker uses their own way of marking things. I make my own patterns, but

I am anal retentive and forgetful so mine are labeled for an idiot to read. This book uses Roman



Numerals to identify major pattern pieces and the numerals are next to the pattern, not smack in the

middle of them. I would think that writing 'Front' Side Front', or 'Back' on a piece would not be that

hard. She uses letters to notate lines as in geometry and that isn't too bad. Again, writing 'Side',

'Top' and 'Side Front' doesn't seem like it should have been as hard as it appeared to be for this

author. Many good pattern shapes are included which makes this worth getting. Just be patient with

the patterns which do indicate that they are made for a 5'8" man and a 5'6" woman.\, so hopefully

that means that using a projector would make things really easy.

Excellent general text on the construction of historical costume. I purchased it as a gift for my wife,

who has an interest in all things historical, and who recently completed a college course in sewing.

Good information, horrible diagram/pattern details. Many have not notes on the finished garment nor

specifications, some times they are not necessary but starting the 17th century the garments

become more complicated and whith no details it's harder to get if that is the garment you need or

not. Even with pattern making background in an advanced level,this book is pretty hard to get and I

ended up feeling that the effort of making each pattern clear doesn't worth it.

Very informative on period stitching and pattern construction. An excellent resource to add to your

personal sewing library.

Definitely a great book

A lot of detailed information .

I thought it would be bigger and thicker, but it's still in great condition and informative so I'm happy.

I was slightly disappointed in the low level of detail and the VERY basic images in this book. The

writing itself is of low quality, and it really didn't fill my expectations. If you're really interested in

making historical costumes, I'd suggest looking around for something with a bit more description.
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